congrwmnal milltlry umhorlty
sald Saturday “the misstle gap
i« real but “the United - States
is stronger than’ Ruuh in total
military power. . :

The statement came from Rep.
G orge H, Mahon, D-Tex., chair-
man of the House Appropriations
Subcommuttee that on the
inulti-billion dollar defense budg-
¢t cach year. It appeared cer-
twr to add fuel to the slready
raging controversy over the rela-

(v~ position of this country and.

the  Soviet

power.
Muhon, one of the few mem-

bers of the Congress with access

to  practically = every military|a

Union in -rocket

ministration on the “‘gap” issve,
It ail began -this week .when

what was 8 to, have beén
“backgmund brieﬂng" oi mm-
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Y,, of the Republican Congres-
donll (campaign) Comniittee,
is a siatément that Ken-
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fast
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tion, including Iatest estimates oa
misgiles will he fully explored.
Dates Listed
_Chairman Richurd B. Rueseil,

mﬂwwx‘*“fh;.“,:ﬁ- ol g"",,,z"‘"g‘;".f".‘, . wﬁ? the
l::detmhod " Gountry lles. "i: nnbons latest” briefing came
This was put up to Presidegs[|from Allen W. Dulles, director of

the Central Intelligence Agency.
However, Mahoa did not link his
remarks to Dulles.

« Mahon said tiat the term
“missile gap” as uvsed in the past
usually has referred to a lead in
intercontinental range missiles.

in the ‘submarine-carried Polaris,
an intermediate rangd missile,
which is considered by many
equal to or even supcrior 'n

y should “close the integrity |

IIlax\tl-hhd ICBMs because of its:

ppripeiopzes - .

He noted that the United States °
{now has an effective weapon

s R
.

. ‘ ’ . . |DGa., set the Senate inquiry tofi.
' ' - : start Feb, 20. Chairman Cagi
.| Vinson, DGa., of the Housef. .

Armeqd Services group scheduled - -
his hearings to start Feb. 2% | ' -
In another facet of tha contro-”
versy, a Houde Appropriations .-~  *
Subcommittee handling military,;
{ construction will start & throe-'-
Lday inquiry Monday intn alleged”
. " llags on construction of missile*
. © o |bases, , .
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